Ultrastructural features of atretic follicles in the sexually immature ostrich (Struthio camelus).
The aim of this study was to describe the ultrastructural features of atresia in follicles of the immature ostrich (12-14 months old); a ratite that displays seasonal, precocious ovarian activity. The early stage of atresia in primordial, pre-vitellogenic and vitellogenic follicles was characterized by the accumulation of lipid droplets in the granulosa cells. Granulosa cells with condensed cytoplasm and nuclei were a prominent feature during the intermediate phase of atresia. The degenerating follicles were then infiltrated by stroma during the terminal stages of atresia. The results of this study provide further information on the morphology of atretic ovarian follicles in the immature ostrich.